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2007 STATE LIABILITY RANKINGS


It is that time of year again (no, not football season). The 2007 State Liability System Ranking Study was just released by the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform.  Attached is a copy of the Institute’s State Liability Systems Rankings Study.


As in past annual studies, the State of Alabama once again ranks at, or near the bottom in virtually every category concerning how reasonable and balanced the State’s tort liability system is perceived by U.S. business.


Alabama’s place in the overall ranking of the 2007 State Liability Study is 47th out of 50. In last year’s study, Alabama also ranked 47th . In the three studies prior to that, Alabama ranked 48th .

A review of the Liability Systems Ranking Study shows Alabama’s rank as follows in various categories that were considered in the Study.  


-  Overall treatment of tort and contract litigation:


46 out of 50


-  Having and enforcing meaningful venue requirements

46 out of 50


-  Treatment of class action lawsuits




45 out of 50


-  Punitive damages (6 states do not allow punitive damages)
41 out of 44


-  Timeliness of summary judgment\dismissal


44 out of 50


-  Discovery







45 out of 50


-  Scientific and technical evidence




46 out of 50


-  Non-economic damages





46 out of 50


-  Judges’ impartiality






45 out of 50


-  Judges’ competence






47 out of 50


-  Juries’ predictability





49 out of 50


-  Juries’ fairness






47 out of 50


According to the study, though Alabama’s rank remained the same overall, the State showed slight improvement in most of the categories addressed in the survey.  However, the state dropped five places in its handling of punitive damages.  Alabama also remains in the bottom 10% of states in most of the categories addressed in the Study.

Though Alabama has shown slight improvement over the years, the State is still mired in what is viewed by business as an unfair and unpredictable judicial system. This is unfortunate given the passage of tort reform several years ago and a more conservative Supreme Court. 

The State Liability System Ranking Study also provides detailed information concerning the other 49 states.  In addition, a more thorough and detailed report of the study was released by the U.S. Chamber of Institute for Legal Reform.  If you would like a copy of this more detailed report, please let me know and I will be happy to send it on to you.


I hope you have found the above summary helpful and informative.  Please feel free to visit our website at www.rfpc.net/publications.  
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