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	December 16, 2008



ALABAMA INSURANCE CASE LAW UPDATE

AMERICAN TORT REFORM FOUNDATION 2008/2009


JUDICIAL HELL HOLES

Two Alabama counties are listed on the Alabama Tort Reform Association’s annual list of “judicial hell holes” in their recently released report.  Montgomery and Macon County Alabama came in at #5 on the Association’s list. The report states that:


“Montgomery & Macon Counties in Alabama this year moved up from their recent Watch List rankings thanks to legally excessive verdicts, controversial alliances among government officials and personal injury lawyers, and suspect court rulings.  Montgomery County courts returned two of the most excessive verdicts against pharmaceutical companies in the country totaling almost a quarter-billion dollars.  Alabama’s attorney general outsourced lawsuits to trial lawyers who may be motivated more by their personal interests than by the public interest.  Meanwhile, in nearby Macon County, two judges gave new meaning to the phrase “jackpot justice” in awarding a plaintiff 1,000 times the maximum payout of a gaming park’s malfunctioning slot machine.”


Every year, the American Tort Reform Association releases a list of states and counties that it considers plaintiff oriented and prone to excess jury verdicts.  


Neither the State of Alabama nor any of its counties were listed in the 2007 edition of “Judicial Hell Holes.”  In 2006, the Tort Reform Association named Jefferson (Birmingham) and Choctaw Counties as “areas to watch.”


The top “Judicial Hell Holes” contained in the report are as follows.



1.
West Virginia



2.
South Florida



3.
Cook County, Illinois



4.
Atlantic County, New Jersey



5.
Montgomery & Macon Counties, Alabama



6.
Los Angeles County, California



7.
Clark County, Nevada


If you would like a copy of the complete report of the American Tort Reform Foundation’s list of 2008/2009 Judicial Hell Holes, please let me know and I will be glad to forward a copy.
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