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2008 STATE LIABILITY SYSTEMS RANKINGS


ALABAMA’S RANKING

The Institute for Legal Reform has released its annual study of state liability systems rankings. In the 2008 survey, Alabama’s Civil Court system ranked 47th among the 50 states in the survey. This study ranks states Civil Court systems from best to worst in such areas as fair and reasonable litigation environment, overall treatment of tort litigation, punitive damages and judicial fairness.


The ILR conducted interviews with senior corporate attorneys and senior litigators for the nation’s largest insurance companies and corporations.  Alabama ranked in the bottom 5 in virtually every single category considered in the study including:









      This Year

Last Year 
< 

Treatment of Torts and Contract Litigation

47th 

     46th 
< 

Punitive Damages




44th 

     41st 
< 

Timeliness of Summary Judgment Dismissal

48th 

     44th 
< 

Discovery





49th 

     45th 
< 

Judges Impartiality




47th 

     45th 
< 

Judges Competence




47th 

     47th 
< 

Juries Predictability




46th 

     49th 
< 

Juries Fairness





47th 

     47th 

Alabama’s 2008 ranking of 47 in the survey is the exact ranking that the state held in last’s years ILR study.  


Other states at the bottom of the study of state liability systems rankings include West Virginia (50), Louisiana (49), Mississippi (48) and Illinois (46).  States at the top of the survey include Delaware (1), Nebraska (2), Maine (3), Indiana (4) and Utah (5).


Attached is a summary of the Alabama ranking information. If you would like a copy of a summary of the ILR interactive study which discusses in depth not only the State of Alabama’s Civil Court system, but all 50 states, please let me know.

Download the Alabama Ranking summary here.


For a copy of this and other publications regarding recently released cases of interest in the State of Alabama, please feel free to visit our website at www.robertsassociates.net/publications.  Also, if you would like to receive these updates via email, please send an email to sroberts@robertsassociates.net.
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